Women’s Studies 320: Topics in Women’s Studies
Love, Sex, and Disability
Sarah Smith

Office: Dulles 030

Mailbox: 286 University Hall

Email: smith.2447@osu.edu
Phone: 202-1791

Office Hours:

Accommodation of students with disabilities: 

Students who wish to have an accommodation for disability are responsible for contacting the professor and TA as soon as possible. The Office for Disability Services (150 Pomerene Hall; 292-3307; 292-0901 TDD) verifies the need for accommodations and assists in the development of accommodation strategies. 

Course Description:

This course will analyze the many ways in which disability, sexuality and gender intersect, and will pay special attention to the areas of difference and diversity, culture and representation, and political contexts and social change.  Issues to be addressed include: the construction and politics of identity, historical perspectives, medicalization, rights and activism, intimate relationships, and sex education. 
Course Goals:

This course is designed to expand the student’s knowledge about women’s lives and relationships to culture and society by providing in-depth examinations of the experiences and contributions of women in a vast range of historical and social locations. By focusing on specialized topics, the course will enhance both the depth and breadth of the student’s understanding of intersections between gender and other social categories in diverse cultural contexts.  This quarter’s topic—“love, sex, and disability”—will explore the intersections of gender, disability, and sexuality from feminist perspectives. 

Learning Objectives:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will:

1) Develop practice and proficiency in critical thinking, writing, and reading through written assignments, presentations, and class lectures and discussions

2) Increase their understanding of feminist research and theory

3) Enhance their competence in utilizing methods of interdisciplinary feminist analysis that emphasizes the intersectionality of race, gender, class, ability, ethnicity, and sexuality

Course Requirements and Evaluation:
Grading System

Students will earn their grade based on the following grading system and break-down of assignments and percentages:

A    93-100%

B+    87-89%

C+    77-79%

D+   67-69

A-   90-92%

B       83-86%

C       73-76%              D     63-66




B-     80-82%

C-     70-72%

Evaluation
· Attendance and Participation: 15%
· 2 Response Papers: 30%
· Report on specific condition (see list below): 10%

· 2 “Artifact” Presentations: 20%

· Final Exam: 25%

Attendance and Participation: 

You are expected to come to all classes prepared (meaning you have thoroughly read all assigned readings).  If you must miss a class, make your best effort to let me know in advance.  More than two absences will negatively affect your grade.

Response Papers:

Each response paper should be 2-3 pages long, typed, double-spaced, 1” margins, 12-point Ariel or Times New Roman text.  The paper should respond to the readings discussed the day it is turned in (your choice), but you’re welcome to incorporate other texts as well.  How do the readings speak to each other? Do they? How do they speak to the issues and topics we’ve been discussing in class? 

Report on specific condition (due third week of class):

There is a wealth of information about the medical aspects of sexuality, gender and disability.  Usually, this information is specific to certain disabilities and/or illnesses.  So that we can all benefit from this vast source of knowledge with minimal effort, each student will complete a form (to be distributed) which summarizes the disability’s and/or illness’ relationship to sexuality and gender.  I will consolidate these forms and distribute the completed “booklet” back to the class.  For example, one student will complete a form on Multiple Sclerosis (MS) and Sexuality/Gender, one on Arthritis and Sexuality/Gender, one on Cancer and Sexuality/Gender, etc.   Completing the form will require a bit of research (probably one trip to the library or some time on the internet), but the end-product will benefit all the students as a handy resource guide.
Disability and/or Illness: Multiple Sclerosis, Parkinson’s Disease, Spinal Cord Injury, Arthritis, Chronic Fatigue, Developmental Disabilities (MMRD), Cancer, Amputee, Polio, Mental Illness, Dwarfism, Osteogenesis, Renal Disorders, Brain Injury, Blindness or vision impairment, deaf or hard-of-hearing, Diabetes, Cardiac Disorders or Stroke, Cerebral Palsy, Down’s Syndrome, Cystic Fibrosis, Chronic Illness, ALS, etc.
Artifact Presentations:

Twice per quarter, please bring in a cultural “artifact” related to the intersection of disability and sexuality to share with the class (you choose the day).  This may be a clip from a TV show, newspaper article, internet site, brochure, etc. that you find.  Explain to the class how it speaks to the issues and topics we’ve been discussing in class.  After you present the article, you will post an “artifact entry” on Carmen.  This entry should be at least 500 words and should explain the artifacts relationship to the class, as well as follow-up on any questions/issues that were raised during your presentation.
Final Exam:
There will be a final, comprehensive exam at the end of the quarter.

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

Plagiarism: As defined by University Rule 3335-31-02, plagiarism is “the representation of another’s works or ideas as one’s own; it includes the unacknowledged word for word use and/or paraphrasing of another person’s work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person’s ideas.”  Plagiarism is one of the most serious offenses that can be committed in an academic community; as such, it is the obligation of this department and its instructors to report all cases of suspected plagiarism to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  After the report is filed, a hearing takes place and if the student is found guilty, the possible punishment ranges from failing the class to suspension or expulsion from the university.  Although  the existence of the Internet makes it relatively easy to plagiarize, it also makes it even easier for instructors to find evidence of plagiarism.  It is obvious to most teachers when a student turns in work that is not his or her own and plagiarism search engines make documenting the offense very simple.  

· Always cite your sources (your TA and/or professor can help with this). 

· Always ask questions before you turn in an assignment if you are uncertain about what constitutes plagiarism. 

· Always see your TA or professor if you are having difficulty with an assignment.  

To preserve the integrity of OSU as an institution of higher learning, to maintain your own integrity, and to avoid jeopardizing your future, DO NOT PLAGIARIZE! 

Course Schedule:

Week 1: Framing Perspectives on Sexuality, Gender and Disability
Topics:

How is the sexuality of people with disabilities viewed?  As excess? As absence?  How are these attitudes influenced by the “normal” body? How are these attitudes influenced by gender, race, ethnicity, class, etc.? 
Readings:

Mairs, Nancy. “Sex and Death and the Crippled Body: A Meditation.” In Disability Studies, 

MLA Press, 2002, 156-170.

Shakespeare, Tom. “Power and prejudice: issues of gender, sexuality and disability.” In 

Disability and society : emerging issues and insights.   Ed. Len Barton.  
Week 2: The Body: Science and Medicine

Topics:

Area will focus on critical readings of medical and folk literature about sexuality.  How and why is the body “normed” in the medical literature? What is “sexual dysfunction”? How is “sexual dysfunction” gendered? How is the disabled body medicalized?
Readings:

Terry, Jennifer. “Anxious Slippages between ‘Us’ and ‘Them’: A Brief History of the Scientific 
Search for Homosexual Bodies.” In Deviant Bodies. Eds. Terry and J. Urla. Indiana University Press, 1995, 129-169.
Irvine, Janice. “Regulated Passions: The Invention of Inhibited Sexual Desire and Sexual 
Addiction.” In Deviant Bodies. Eds. J. Terry and J. Urla. Indiana University Press, 1995, 314-337.

Alexander, Craig. J. “Impact of Disability or Chronic Illness on Sexual Function.” In Sexual 
Function in People with Disability and Chronic Illness: A Health Professional’s Guide. Eds. Marca L. Sipski, Craig J. Alexander. Gaithersburg, MD: Aspen Publishers, 1997, 3-12.
Week 3: Disability and Sexual Politics

Topics: 
How has the disability rights movement framed sexuality? How have other political movements that address sexuality (e.g., feminism, glbt rights) treated disability?

REPORT ON SPECIFIC CONDITION DUE

Readings:

Wade, Cheryl Marie. “It Ain’t Exactly Sexy.” The Rag, November/December, 1991.

Waxman, Barbara Faye. “Its Time to Politicize Our Sexual Oppression.” The Rag, March/April 

1991.

Wilkerson, A. (2002). “Disability, Sex Radicalism, and Political Agency”. NWSA Journal, 14(3 
(Fall), 33-57.
Shakespeare, Tom, Kath Gillespie-Sells, and Dominic Davies. “Introduction.” In 

The Sexual Politics of Disability: Untold Desires. London, New York: Cassell, 1996.
Week 4: “Accessibility” as access to sexual pleasure

Topics: 
What does “access” mean when it comes to sexuality? How do feminist politics around the sex industry effect “access”? How do mainstream attitudes, laws, policies, internalized sexism and ablism, etc. effect “access”?

Readings:

O’Brien, Mark. “On Seeing a Sexual Surrogate.” The Sun, May 1990.

Tepper, Mitch. “Sexuality and Disability: The Missing Discourse of Pleasure.” Sexuality and 
Disability, 18(4), 2000.

Shuttleworth, Russell P. and Linda Mona. “Disability and Sexuality: Toward a Focus on Sexual 

Access: Introduction to the Symposium.” Disability Studies Quarterly, 22(4), Fall 2002, 2-9.

Week 5: Education, Information, and Knowledge
Topics:

Knowledge is always political.  So, what kind of sexuality education to people with disabilities receive? Why?
Readings:

White, Patrick. “Sex Education; Or, How the Blind Became Heterosexual.” GLQ 9:1-2 (2003): 

133-47.

Shakespeare, Tom, Kath Gillespie-Sells, and Dominic Davies. “Barriers to Being Sexual.” In 

The Sexual Politics of Disability: Untold Desires. London, New York: Cassell, 1996.

Dunn, Kathleen L.  (1997) “Sexuality Education and the Team Approach.” In M. Sipski & C. 

Alexander (Eds.), Sexual function in people with disability and chronic illness: A health professionals guide (pp. 381-402). Gaithersburg, MD: Aspen Publications.
Screen: 

All Of Us: Talking Together Sex Education For People With Developmental Disabilities
This video is intended for developmentally disabled adolescents and young adults, parents, and health care professionals who work with the developmentally disabled. It presents young people’s views on sexuality and parental concerns. It also addresses talking with children about sexuality issues, sexual abuse, HIV, and discussions between young people and health care providers about anatomy, contraception, and STDs.
1999; $195; Program Development Associates.
Week 6: Queering Disability

Topics:

This area will explore the conceptual utility of “cripping the queer” and “queering the crip” theoretical approaches to disability and sexuality.  Issues specific to gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people with disabilities will also be addressed.
Readings:

Sherry, M. (2003). “Queer/Crip Theory: Transgressing the Margins”. Berkeley, CA: University 
of California at Berkeley.
Saad, S. C. (1997). Disability and the lesbian, gay man, or bisexual individual. In M. Sipski & C. 
Alexander (Eds.), Sexual function in people with disability and chronic illness: A health professionals guide (pp. 413-427). Gaithersburg, MD: Aspen Publications.

Clare, Eli. “Flirting with You: Some Notes on Isolation and Connection.” In Restricted Access: 
Lesbians on Disability. Eds. V. Brownworth and S. Raffo. Seattle: Seal Press, 1999.
Week 7: Women with Disabilities

Topics:

Area focuses specifically on women with disabilities, especially the issues of feminine expression and disability, motherhood, pregnancy, and relationships.  
Readings:

Block, Pamela. “Sexuality, Fertility, and Danger: Twentieth-Century Images of Women with 

Cognitive Disabilities.” Sexuality and Disability, 18(4), 2000.
Hwang, Karen. (1997) “Living with a Disability: A Woman’s Perspective.” M. Sipski & C. 

Alexander (Eds.), Sexual function in people with disability and chronic illness: A health professionals guide (pp. 413-427). Gaithersburg, MD: Aspen Publications.

Whipple, Beverly, Karen Brash McGreer. “Management of Female Sexual Dysfunction.” In M. 

Sipski & C. Alexander (Eds.), Sexual function in people with disability and chronic illness: A health professionals guide (pp. 413-427). Gaithersburg, MD: Aspen Publications.

Week 8: Men with Disabilities

Topics:

Area focuses on men’s experiences with disabilities.  How does masculine ideals help or impede the development of a disability identity? 

Readings:

Shuttleworth, Russell. “Disabled Masculinity: Expanding the Masculine Repertoire.” Gendering 

Disability. Eds. Bonnie G. Smith and Beth Hutchison. Rutgers University Press, 2004.

Wilson, Daniel J. “Fighting Polio Like a Man: Intersections of Masculinity, Disability, and 

Aging.” Gendering Disability. Eds. Bonnie G. Smith and Beth Hutchison. Rutgers University Press, 2004.

Rivas, David A., Chancellor, Michael B. (1997). In M. Sipski & C. Alexander (Eds.), Sexual 
function in people with disability and chronic illness: A health professionals guide (pp. 413-427). Gaithersburg, MD: Aspen Publications.
Week 9: Sexual representation, the body, and desire
Topics: 

Area will focus on how the sexuality of people with disabilities is represented in literature, film, and television.  
Readings:

Shakespeare, Tom, Kath Gillespie-Sells, and Dominic Davies. “Identity and Imagery.” In The 

Sexual Politics of Disability: Untold Desires. London, New York: Cassell, 1996.
Aguilera, Raymond. J. “Disability and Delight: Staring Back at the Devotee Community.” 

Sexuality and Disability, 18(4), 2000, 255-261.

Garland-Thomson, Rosemarie. “The Politics of Staring: Visual Rhetorics of Disability in Popular 

Photography.” In Disability Studies: Enabling the Humanities. Eds. Sharon L. Snyder, Brenda Jo Brueggemann, Rosemarie Gardland-Thomson. MLA Press, 2002. 56-75.

Week 10: Intimate Relationships
Topics:

How do people with disabilities form intimate relationships? Are they different from the relationships of the non-disabled? If so, how, why? Do people with disabilities form relationships with non-disabled people or with other people with disabilities? How often? Why?

Readings:

McNeff, Elizabeth. “Issues for the Partner of the Person with a Disability.” In Sexual Function in 
People with Disability and Chronic Illness: A Health Professional’s Guide. Eds. Marca L. Sipski, Craig J. Alexander. Gaithersburg, MD: Aspen Publishers, 1997, 595-616.
Shakespeare, Tom, Kath Gillespie-Sells, and Dominic Davies. “Sex and Relationships.” In The 
Sexual Politics of Disability: Untold Desires. London, New York: Cassell, 1996.

Nosek, M.A., Howland, C.A. & Young, M.E. “Abuse of Women With Disabilities: Policy 

Implications.” Journal of Disability Policy Studies, 8(1&2), 157-175.

Watson-Armstrong, L. A., O’Rourke, B., and Schatzlein, J. “Sexual Abuse and Persons with 

Disabilities: A Call for Awareness.” In The Psychological and Social Impact of Disability. Eds. R. Marinelli and A.E.D. Orto. New York: Springer Publishing Company, 1999.
Screen:

“Compensation”by Zeinabu irene Davis,1999, 92 minutes
"Compensation," the first feature by award-winning filmmaker Zeinabu irene Davis (Cycles and A Powerful Thang), presents two unique African-American love stories between a deaf woman and a hearing man. Inspired by a poem written by Paul Laurence Dunbar, this moving narrative shares their struggle to overcome racism, disability and discrimination. An important film on African-American deaf culture, Davis innovatively incorporates silent film techniques (such as title cards and vintage photos) to make the piece accessible to hearing and deaf viewers alike, and to share the vast possibilities of language and communication.
Final Exam: TBA
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